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La Mesa

LaMarcus Thompson Home -  Historic Resources Inventory

c. 1911

4517 Date Avenue (Resource) is located at the intersection of Date Avenue and Pasadena Avenue, within the City of 
La Mesa.  

Historical Research reveals that the Ovid and Helen Thompson House (Resource) was built between 1910 and 1912, 
with 1911 most likely, based upon the County of San Diego's Lot Block Book Page showing 1912 as the first year 
with accessed improvements for tax purposes and a newspaper article from January of 1912 describing a house on 
the property.  

The Resource is a single-story single-family residence with a wood-frame, raised floor, and gable roof with exposed 
wood eaves and shaped rafter tails.  The gable roof has open-faced gables on both side elevations.  The primary 
elevation is asymmetrical with its main gable eave running parallel to Date Avenue.  The primary elevation contains a 
recessed front porch framed by a partial height wood finished balustrade supporting square wood posts.  The 
recessed porch curves around the Resource’s southwest corner and is framed on both ends by doors. There is an 
open-faced gable roof centrally located on the primary elevation over a set of concrete steps leading to the front 
porch. The Resource contains wood-framed doors and windows in double-hung and fixed styles. The primary roof 
elevation contains two open-faced gablets with wood knee braces.  The Resource is finished with painted wood 
siding in multiple styles including: clapboard, shiplap, and ogee styles.  The Resource is an example of the 
Craftsman architectural style with character defining features consistent with surrounding Date Avenue Historic 
District.

Historic photographs, historical research, and City of La Mesa building permits document the following alterations:

1.  Unknown “extensive repairs” in 1916. 
2.  A cupulo and watervane were added to the front elevation’s gable peak between 1935 - 1975.
3.  The front door was relocated between 1959 and 1976; original location is unknown. 
4.  Addition added to family room, between 1959 and 1976; probably located near 1995 addition. 
5.  Enlarged front living room window between 1959 and 1976. 
6.  1995 Addition and repairs to Pasadena elevation. 
7.  2001 balcony addition added to 1995 addition.
8.  2017 interior remodel.

Per the Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, a former rear porch was enclosed and converted into an indoor laundry room 
and bathroom.  According to the Sanborn map of 1961 and a 1995 building permit the former porch was enclosed 
between 1961 and 1995. (It was remodeled in 2017).

See Supplemental information for historical data and historical evaluation, including historical Integrity analysis.
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The Resource is eligible for inclusion on the City of La Mesa’s Register of Historic Landmarks.  Specifically, the 
Resource is eligible for designation as a Landmark per Criteria B, embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, 
period, or method of construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.

Based upon A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia Savage McAlester, the Craftsman style of architecture was 
a product of Southern California’s concept of sunshine, ease of living, and a desire to connect with a more natural 
environment.  Partially a reaction to the machine age and the excesses of Victorian architecture, the Craftsman style 
also reflected the 20th century trend away from live-in household help who could handle the heavy cleaning chores 
associated with Victorian architecture.  The simple, naturalistic style became very popular from 1905 through the early 
1930s.

The Craftsman style features long, horizontal lines combined with a use of natural materials such as wood, stone and 
brick.  The line between the natural landscape and the beginnings of the structure is blurred in the more elaborate 
examples of the style. The more modest, simpler homes use the same (and sometimes fewer) materials, combining 
them in a more restrained fashion. 

Craftsman character defining features include: asymmetrical exterior designs; low-pitched gable-roofs with wood 
venting and knee braces; overhanging exposed wood eaves; exposed wood rafters with tails; wood-framed windows 
with wood-trim moulding and a variety of shapes and sizes; rectangular massing; full or partial-width wood porches 
with solid balustrades; square wood columns resting on porch balustrades to support porch-roof overhangs; horizontal 
wood clapboard or novelty wood ogee siding; and concrete foundations.  More elaborate examples of the style may 
also contain: porch piers of brick or cobble with supporting posts or tapered columns that rise from the pier to support 
the porch roof; porch materials of stone or brick; multiple roof-planes; decorative or shaped wood knee braces and 
rafter tails; combination of stucco and shingle-siding; sloped, cobble or rusticated foundations; and brick or cobble 
chimneys.

The c.1911 Resource is an early example of the Craftsman style in La Mesa, containing a number of Craftsman 
character defining features, including: asymmetrical exterior design; multiple low-pitched gable-roofs with knee 
braces; overhanging exposed wood eaves; exposed wood rafters; wood-framed windows with wood-trim moulding in 
a variety of shapes and sizes; rectangular massing; a partial-width wood porch with a solid balustrades; square wood 
columns resting on the porch balustrade to support the porch-roof overhang; horizontal wood clapboard and novelty 
wood ogee siding; and a concrete foundation.  The Resource is also a modest example of the Craftsman style; 
however, it contains two unique features: two roof gablets flanking and mimicking the front elevation’s open-faced 
gable-roof (including knee braces); and a curved front porch with curved balustrade and curved roof line echoing 
Pasadena and Date Avenues’ curvature.  Based upon this evaluation, the Resource embodies distinctive 
characteristics of the Craftsman style is eligible for designation as a Historic Landmark.

Not identified through standard historical
research

c.1911
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Nexus Planning & Research, Jennifer Ayala, RA LEED AP

Nexus Planning & Research, Jennifer Ayala, RA LEED AP

California Lot Book, Inc., Chain of Title for 4517 Date Avenue, La Mesa, CA 91941. July, 2022.
California Room, San Diego Public Library.
California Department of Parks and Recreation, Office of Historic Preservation, California Historic 
Resources Inventory Survey Workbook, Third Revision, August 1986.
San Diego County Assessors’ Office, Residential Building Record. APN 470-640-11-00. 
City of La Mesa, 2012 General Plan Update. La Mesa General Plan. 
City of La Mesa, Building Records
City of La Mesa City Directories, 1926 - 2017
La Mesa Scout archives, researched by Jim Newland of the La Mesa Historical Society. (
McAlester, Virginia Savage. A Field Guide to American Houses (Revised): The Definitive Guide to 
Identifying and Understanding America's Domestic Architecture, New York, Alfred A. Knopf. 
November, 2015.
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
San Diego Historical Center Research and Photographic Archives. 
San Diego Union Tribune newspaper Archives.
Urbana Preservation. Ernest and Mary Luff/John Angell Residence La Mesa Historic Landmark 
Nomination. May 2020.

That Portion of Lot 10, Block 1 of Subdivision of Block “U” Lookout Park, in the City of La Mesa, 
County of San Diego, State of California According to Map Thereof No, 1141, Filed in the Office 
of the County Recorder of San Diego County, June 18, 1908. 

There are two types of Planned Improvements:

1. Improvements that are required to bring the Resource into compliance with the Mills Act contract:
remove cupola, and weathervane; and rehabilitate the front-facing gable and gablets with a venting
system for the attic (necessary after removal of cupola which provides sole venting location).

2. Improvements to be completed within 10 years: rehabilitate curved siding around porch balustrade;
rebuild select double-hung windows and doors; paint exterior; install window screens and screen/storm
doors, replace roofing material (possibly with solar tiles); and make HVAC improvements (external
condenser units may be visible due to small corner lot).
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