
 
REPORT to the LA MESA HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

   
 
DATE: September 6, 2022 
 
SUBJECT: Project 2022-1643 (Vogt) – A request for a Certificate of Appropriateness 

for a proposed accessory dwelling unit at 4587 Date Avenue, APN 470-
614-11-00 in the R1 (Urban Residential) zone. The property is located in 
the Date Avenue Historic District and is identified as a potential landmark 
in the Historic Resources Inventory  

 
ISSUING DEPARTMENT: Community Development 
 
SUMMARY: 
 

Issue:  
 
Does the project, as designed, meet the required criteria for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness?  

 
Recommendation:   

 
Adopt a resolution (Attachment A) granting a Certificate of Appropriateness for an 
accessory dwelling unit. 
 
Environmental Review: 
 
The project is categorically exempt from environmental review pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15301. None of the exceptions in 
Section 15300.2 apply.  

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The project site is located at the southeast corner of Date Avenue and Finley Avenue in the Date 
Avenue Historic District and is developed with a duplex, attached two-car garage with a trellis- 
covered roof deck, a covered carport, and site walls. There are two curb openings on the site, 
one facing Date Avenue to the south of the residence and another on Finley Avenue to the east 
of the house at the rear. The site slopes downhill from west to east following the grade of Finley 
Avenue, and is approximately 10 feet lower at the rear of the house than at the front.   
 
The residence is known as the Elizabeth Jobs house. It dates to 1925 and is a contributing 
resource to the historic district. The architectural style attribution in the Historic Resources 
Inventory is Art Deco, although the house retains few defining characteristics of the style.  
 
In 2001, the Historic Preservation Commission approved demolition of the original detached 
garage and construction of a new attached two-car garage and covered roof deck on the north 
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side of the house. The garage sits one story lower than the house, which allows the roof deck to 
sit level with and serve as a patio to the adjacent living area. The existing trellis structures, stucco 
retaining and garden walls, and window replacement were also included as part of the 2001 
project approval.  
 
A vicinity map of the project site is shown below and the Assessor Parcel Map is provided as 
Attachment B. The Historic Resource Inventory Worksheet for the property is provided as 
Attachment C and current street views are provided as Attachment D. 
 
DISCUSSION:  
 
The property owner, acting as project applicant, 
proposes to add an attached accessory dwelling unit 
above the garage in the location of the rooftop 
covered patio on the north side of the residence. The 
project plans are provided as Attachment E.     
 
To build the addition, the existing low stucco walls 
surrounding the north, east, and west sides of the 
roof deck patio will be extended upwards by 
approximately six feet, nine inches. Pilasters that 
extend upwards into columns that support the patio 
roof will be extended approximately three feet, six 
inches to have a 15-inch projection above the top of 
the parapet walls. The pilasters echo original 
elements found on the front elevation of the 
residence in dimension and massing. 
 
The addition includes three new single-hung windows and an entry door on the west, Date 
Avenue, elevation, one new single-hung window on the north, Finley Avenue, elevation, and one 
small window on the east elevation. White Milgard vinyl window units are proposed to match the 
existing white vinyl windows on the residence. The existing windows have faux muntin dividers in 
a six-over-one pattern. The entry door of the ADU is a white four panel door with stained glass 
fanlight similar to the existing entry door on the residence. Noting that the existing windows are 
inset slightly from the plane of the wall, staff recommends a condition of approval for the proposed 
windows to be inset in a similar manner and by a similar amount. A color board submitted by the 
applicant reflects the yellow and white tones present on the residence. 
 
Interior alterations are also planned to convert the duplex back to a single-family residence. That 
work does not result in any exterior changes. No other site improvements are proposed.  
 
Municipal Code Section 24.05.020.D.8 allows an ADU within a historic district provided that the 
location and design of the accessory dwelling unit meets historical preservation requirements. 
The accessory dwelling unit is also required to be designed in substantially the same architectural 
style and finished materials composition as the primary residence or historic structure. The design 
elements of the proposed ADU are consistent with the existing improvements and the footprint is 
within an area that is already walled and partially covered. The project neither detracts from the 
existing resource or the historic district.  
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Environmental Review 

The project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to categorical exemption Class 1 as 
provided by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15301. Section 
15301 exempts additions to existing facilities where there is negligible or no expansion of 
use. None of the exceptions listed in Section 15300.2 apply; for example, the project would not 
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends adoption of a Certificate of Appropriateness (Attachment A) with conditions, 
based on findings set forth in Municipal Code Section 25.03.040.F. The action is consistent with 
the purposes of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, and does not adversely affect and is 
compatible with the external appearing appearance of existing improvements, buildings, and 
structures in the historic district.  
 
Submitted by: 

 
Allyson Kinnard 
Associate Planner 

 
Attachments:  
 
A. Draft Certificate of Appropriateness 
B. Vicinity Map  
C. Historic Resources Inventory Worksheet 
D. Photographs 
E. Project plans                                      
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RESOLUTION NO. HPC 2022-xx 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF LA MESA GRANTING A CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 
PROJECT 2022-1643 (VOGT) FOR AN ACCESSORY DWELLING UNIT AT 4587 
DATE AVENUE, APN 470-614-11-00, A POTENTIAL LANDMARK IN THE DATE 
AVENUE HISTORIC DISTRICT    
   
 

 WHEREAS, the owner of 4587 Date Avenue, APN 470-614-11-00, a property located in 
the R1 (Urban Residential) zone, has submitted an application to the City of La Mesa for an 
attached accessory dwelling unit;  
 
 WHEREAS, the subject property is listed as a potential landmark in the Historic Resources 
Inventory and is located in the Date Avenue Historic District; 
 
 WHEREAS, Section 25.03.040A of the Historic Preservation Ordinance provides that no 
person shall carry out or cause to be carried out on a designated landmark or in a designated 
historic district any alteration to any exterior architectural feature of such structures, 
improvements, or sites, including construction or relocation, without a Certificate of 
Appropriateness;   
 
 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission did receive and consider a staff report 
for the proposed project; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of La Mesa held a duly 
noticed public meeting on September 6, 2022, and accepted public testimony in considering 
Project 2022-1643. 
 
 THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FINDS AND DETERMINES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 

1. That the project is exempt from environmental review under CEQA Guideline 
Section 15301, which exempts additions to existing structures. The project meets 
the criteria for the exemptions. None of the exceptions in Section 15300.2 apply. 
 

2. That the project complies with Section 25.03.040 of the Historic Preservation 
Ordinance for issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness:   

 
A. The action proposed is consistent with the purposes of the Historic 

Preservation Ordinance; and   

B. The project would not adversely affect and would be compatible with the 
external appearing appearance of existing improvements, buildings, and 
structures in the historic district.   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Historic Preservation 

Commission of the City of La Mesa as follows: 
 

1. The foregoing findings of fact and determinations are true and hereby made a part 
hereof. 
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2. The foregoing findings of fact and determinations are supported by the minutes, 
plans, and exhibits, all of which are herein incorporated by reference. 

 
3. The Historic Preservation Commission approves Project 2022-1643, a request for 

a Certificate of Appropriateness for exterior alterations to 4587 Date Avenue, 
subject to the conditions in Exhibit A. 

 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 
of the City of La Mesa, California, held the 6th day of September, 2022, by the following vote, to 
wit: 

 
Aye:        
Nay:   
Abstain:  
Absent: 
 

I, Kerry Kusiak, Secretary of the La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. HPC 2022-xx, duly passed and 
adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission.        

     

             
             
             
       ________________________ 
       Kerry Kusiak, Secretary 
       La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission 

 



 

Exhibit A 
HPC Resolution HPC-2022-xx 

Project 2022-1643 
Conditions of Approval 

 
 
1. The project is conditionally approved as set forth on the application and project drawings 

stamped received by the City on August 18, 2022, consisting of four sheets numbered Sheet 
T-1 (Title Sheet), Sheet 1 (Existing Floor Plan), Sheet 2 (Proposed Floor Plan), and Sheet 3 
(Exterior Elevations), together with seven (7) sheets of door and window details and a color 
board, all designated as approved by the Historic Preservation Commission on September 6, 
2022, and shall not be altered without express authorization by the Community Development 
Department.  
 

2. The applicant shall inset all new windows in a similar manner and by a similar amount to 
match existing windows. 

 
3. This constitutes an approval of the Historic Preservation Commission as authorized by the 

Historic Preservation Ordinance only. Additional permits, including but not limited to building 
and grading permits, may be required by the Community Development Department or other 
City departments prior to commencement of construction and/or use. It is the property owner 
and applicant’s responsibility to obtain all necessary permits required for the type of project 
proposed. 

4. The applicant is responsible for coordinating civil, landscape, and architectural plans and 
supplemental materials at building permit submittal to ensure that all project plans and 
materials are internally consistent and consistent with each other. Inconsistent construction 
documents will not be accepted. 

5. This approval shall not waive compliance with any section of the La Mesa Municipal Code and 
all other applicable City regulations in effect at the time of building permit issuance unless 
specifically waived herein. 

6. Prior to any use or issuance of final occupancy of the project site pursuant to this approval, 
all conditions of approval contained herein shall be completed or secured to the satisfaction 
of the Community Development Department. 
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Primary front and south side eleva ons viewed from Date Avenue.  

North eleva on viewed from Finley Avenue. 

Project 2022‐1643  4587 Date Avenue  

North and east eleva ons viewed from Finley Avenue.  

ATTACHMENT D
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