
 
REPORT TO  

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
 

DATE: August 2, 2022 
 
SUBJECT:   Project 2022-0770 (Binotti) – Consideration of a request to designate 

the property located at 9190 Brier Road, APN 490-402-72-00 in the 
R1S-BT (Suburban Residential / Brier Tract Overlay) zone as a historic 
landmark and to establish a property preservation (Mills Act) 
agreement for the site   

 
SUMMARY: 
 

Issue:  
 
Does the property at 9190 Brier Road qualify for designation as a historic 
landmark, and should the City enter into property preservation (Mills Act) 
agreement with the owner?  

 
Recommendation:   

 
Staff recommends that the Commission adopt resolutions (Attachments A and 
B) recommending to the City Council 1) that the property known as the Stanley 
and Virginia Scott House located at 9190 Brier Road be designated a historic 
landmark, based on qualifying criteria B, C, D, and F described below; and 2) 
that a property preservation (Mills Act) agreement be entered with the property 
owner.  
 
Environmental Review: 
 
This project is categorically exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15331.  

 
BACKGROUND:  
 
Chapter 25.03 of the City’s Historic Preservation Ordinance provides for the designation 
of historic landmarks by the City Council. A cultural resource may be designated a 
historic landmark if it meets one or more of eight criteria listed below.  
 

A. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City’s cultural, social, economic, 
political, aesthetic, engineering, or architectural history; 

B. It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history;  
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C. It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of 
construction, or is a valuable example of the use of indigenous materials or 
craftsmanship;  

D. It is representative of the notable work of an acclaimed builder, designer, or 
architect;  

E. It is identified with a person or groups who significantly contributed to the culture 
and development of the City; 

F. It embodies elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, detail 
materials, or craftsmanship; 

G. It is an archeological or paleontological site which has the potential of yielding 
information of scientific value; or 

H. It is a geographically definable area possessing a concentration of sites, 
buildings, structures, improvements, or objects linked historically through 
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and/or association, in 
which the collective value of the improvements may be greater than the value of 
each individual improvement. 

 
Exterior alterations to historic landmarks are subject to development approval by the 
Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) to ensure that cultural resources are being 
maintained in accordance with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 
 
Properties with landmark designation are eligible for a reduced property tax assessment 
through the Mills Act, and the owners have applied for this benefit in conjunction with 
the landmark nomination. California Government Code Section 50280 et seq. 
authorizes cities to enter into property preservation agreements with owners of qualified 
historical properties to ensure the preservation, maintenance and restoration of historic 
properties through reduced property tax assessments. This program, known as the Mills 
Act, provides for a 10-year preservation agreement. Each year, on the anniversary of 
the effective date of the Agreement, a year is automatically added to the initial term of 
the agreement unless either party files a notice of non-renewal.  
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The owners of 9190 Brier Road have applied for designation of the property as a local 
historic landmark. Located on the east side of Brier Road between Briercrest Drive and 
Bramble Road, the 1.3-acre site is developed with a single-family residence, attached 
garage, detached accessory structure, and pool. The improvements are situated on the 
westerly half of the site, facing the street. Much of the area between the house and the 
street contains a paved, looped driveway. The rear half of the site slopes downhill 
towards the east. When the property was originally developed, the lot included an 
additional 80-foot wide strip of land to the southeast. The southeasterly 80 feet, totaling 
one-half-acre, was split from the original site by a parcel map recorded in 2020. A 
vicinity map is shown below, and the Assessor Parcel map is provided as Attachment 
C.  
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As described in the nomination report, 
Attachment D, the residence is a custom 
ranch built in 1950 for local developer 
Stanley Scott and his family. Stanley 
Scott was a partner in Jackson & Scott 
Builders, Inc., prolific builders of over 
3,000 homes in San Diego County during 
the post-WWII development boom. The 
years of residence for the Scott family, 
1950-1962, were the peak building period 
for Jackson & Scott.  
 
The house embodies a typical mid-
century aesthetic on both the interior and 
exterior and is in excellent near-original 
condition. The house is long and low and 
sits wide to the street. Exterior character 
defining features include a low-sloped 
gable roof with cedar shingles, walls of 
white brick with weeping mortar and vertical board and batten siding, and a prominent 
brick chimney. Contributing interior elements include vaulted open beam ceilings, wood 
parquet flooring, an exposed red brick double-sided fireplace, and unpainted cedar 
paneling. Contributing site improvements include the pool and basket-weave brickwork 
in the front and back patios. The driveway layout retains its original configuration as 
well. Overall, the craftsmanship is of above-average quality and both the house and site 
improvements retain integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, 
feeling and association.   
 
The report concludes that the property is eligible for landmark designation under four 
eligibility criteria. As relates to architecture and design, the resource embodies 
distinctive characteristics of the Custom Ranch sub-style of Midcentury Modern 
(Criterion C), and embodies elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, 
detail materials, and craftsmanship (Criterion F). For being associated with persons 
significant in local history, 9190 Brier Road is significant under Criterion B, and for 
being the work of a locally acclaimed builder, the resource meets Criterion D.  
 
Mills Act Agreement 

 
Planned improvements identified by the owners are listed below. Those improvements 
would be funded with the Mills Act tax savings and are proposed for inclusion in the 
Mills Act agreement, with a recommended timeline of five years for completion: 
 

• Replace cedar shake roofing with shake-like tile, similar in size and texture to the 
existing shakes (by 2023). 
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• Repair broken brick mortar from wear/sprinklers in front yard and around the pool 
(by 2023). 

• Repair broken brickwork throughout landscaping (by 2023). 

• Replace all rotten/falling fencing street-side with like-kind 2x4 white fencing (by 
2023) 

• Repair and replace deteriorated board and batten siding as needed (by 2025) 

• Maintain original craftsman woodwork including: built-in closets, doors, and 
unpainted cedar paneling in main living spaces (ongoing) 

• Maintain mature citrus and eucalyptus trees that are important to area history. 
Replace aging citrus trees with new citrus as needed (ongoing) 
 

Environmental Review: 

The historic landmark nomination request is exempt from environmental review 
pursuant to categorical exemption Class 1, Existing Facilities and categorical exemption 
Class 31, Historical Resource Restoration/Rehabilitation, as provided by the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15331, respectively. 
Section 15301 exempts activities involving negligible or no expansion of use of an 
existing facility. Section 15331 exempts the preservation and conservation of historical 
resources when carried out in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The project serves to protect the 
resource by ensuring that future alterations are subject to the standards described in 
Section 15331. None of the exceptions in Section 15300.2 apply.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission adopt resolutions 
(Attachments A and B) recommending to the City Council 1) that the property known 
as the Stanley and Virginia Scott House located at 9190 Brier Road be designated a 
historic landmark, based on qualifying criteria B, C, D, and F; and 2) that a property 
preservation (Mills Act) agreement be entered into with the property owner.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

Allyson Kinnard 
Associate Planner 
 
Attachments:   
 
A. Draft Resolution for Historic Landmark Status 
B. Draft Resolution for Mills Act Application 
C. Assessor Parcel Map Page 
D. Historic Landmark Nomination Form and Information Booklet 



RESOLUTION NO. HPC 2022-xx 

RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF LA MESA RECOMMENDING CITY COUNCIL APPROVAL OF 
PROJECT 2022-0770, A REQUEST TO DESIGNATE THE STANLEY AND 
VIRGINIA SCOTT HOUSE AT 9190 BRIER ROAD, APN 490-402-72-00 IN THE 
R1S-BT (SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL/BRIER TRACT OVERLAY) ZONE AS A 
HISTORIC LANDMARK 

WHEREAS, Bryan and Catherine Binotti, owners of the property located at 9190 Brier 
Road, APN 490-402-72-00 in the R1S-BT (Suburban Residential/Brier Tract Overlay) zone, have 
submitted a request to designate the property as a local historic landmark of the City of La Mesa; 

WHEREAS, Section 25.03.010 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance provides that a 
cultural resource may be recommended for designation as a landmark if it meets one or more 
prescribed criteria;   

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission did receive and consider a staff report 
for the proposed historic landmark designation of 9190 Brier Road; and 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of La Mesa did hold a duly 
noticed hearing on August 2, 2022, and accepted public testimony in considering Project 2022-
0770.  

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FINDS AND DETERMINES AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1. That the project is exempt from environmental review under California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15331. Section 15301
exempts activities involving negligible or no expansion of use of an existing facility.
Section 15331 exempts the preservation and conservation of historical resources
when carried out in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The project serves to protect
the resource by ensuring that future alterations are subject to the standards
described in Section 15331. The project meets the criteria for the exemptions and
none of the exceptions listed in Section 15300.2 apply.

2. That the project complies with Section 25.03.010 of the Historic Preservation
Ordinance, Historic Landmark and Historic District Designation Criteria.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Historic Preservation 
Commission of the City of La Mesa as follows: 

1. The foregoing findings of fact and determinations are true and hereby made a part
hereof.

2. Project 2022-0770 has been found to be consistent with the established criteria of
Section 25.03.010 of the Historic Preservation Ordinance, finding that Criteria B,
C, D, and F of the Section applies to the historical and cultural significance of the
property.

ATTACHMENT A
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3. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council approve 

the designation of the Stanley and Virginia Scott House, located at 9190 Brier 
Road and further described in “Exhibit A”, as a historic landmark. 

 
  
 PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 
of the City of La Mesa, California, held the 2nd day of August, 2022, by the following vote, to wit: 

 

Aye:   
Nay:   
Abstain:  
Absent:  

 
I, Kerry Kusiak, Secretary of the La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission do hereby 

certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. HPC 2022-xx, duly passed and 
adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission.                
 
 
 
 
 
 

       ________________________ 
       Kerry Kusiak, Secretary 
       La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission 
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Exhibit A 
 
 
Legal Description 
 
 
Real property located in the City of La Mesa, County of San Diego, State of California, described as follows: 
 
PARCEL 1 OF PARCEL MAP NO. 21817, ACCORDING TO MAP THEREOF FILED IN THE OFFICE OF 
THE COUNTY RECORDER OF SAN DIEGO COUNTY, DECEMBER 04, 2020 AS FILE NO. 2020-7000406 
OF OFFICIAL RECORDS.  
 
 
 
APN 490-402-72-00 
 
 
 
 
 
  



RESOLUTION NO. HPC 2022-xx 

RESOLUTION OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISISON OF THE 
CITY OF LA MESA RECOMMENDING THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ENTER INTO 
A HISTORIC LANDMARK PROPERTY PRESERVATION AGREEMENT WITH 
THE OWNERS OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 9190 BRIER ROAD, APN 
490-402-72-00 KNOWN AS THE STANLEY AND VIRGINIA SCOTT HOUSE, IN
THE R1S-BT (SUBURBAN RESIDENTIAL/BRIER TRACT OVERLAY) ZONE

WHEREAS, Bryan and Catherine Binotti, owners of the property located at 9190 Brier 
Road, APN 490-402-72-00 in the R1S-BT (Suburban Residential/Brier Tract Overlay) zone, wish 
to maintain the historical integrity of the property;  

WHEREAS, the property owners wish to enter into an Historic Landmark Property 
Preservation Agreement with the City to both protect and preserve the characteristics of historical 
significance of the historic property and to qualify the historic property for an assessment of 
valuation pursuant to the Provisions of Chapter 3, part 2, of Division 1 of the California Revenue 
and Taxation Code; 

WHEREAS, the Historic Landmark Property Preservation Agreement is subject to 
designation of the property as a local historic landmark; 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission did receive and consider a staff 
report for the proposed Historic Landmark Property Preservation Agreement for the property 
located at 9190 Brier Road; and 

WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission of the City of La Mesa did hold a duly 
noticed public hearing on August 2, 2022, and accepted public testimony in considering Project 
2022-0770, a request by the owners to enter into a Historic Landmark Property Preservation 
Agreement with the City as authorized under the Mills Act. 

THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION FINDS AND DETERMINES AS 
FOLLOWS: 

1. That the project is exempt from environmental review under California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Sections 15301 and 15331. Section 15301
exempts activities involving negligible or no expansion of use of an existing facility.
Section 15331 exempts the preservation and conservation of historical resources
when carried out in a manner consistent with the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties. The project serves to protect
the resource by ensuring that future alterations are subject to the standards
described in Section 15331. The project meets the criteria for the exemptions and
none of the exceptions listed in Section 15300.2 apply.

2. That the project complies with California Government Code Sections 50280 et seq.
as set forth in the Historic Landmark Property Preservation Agreement.

ATTACHMENT B
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Historic Preservation 
Commission of the City of La Mesa as follows: 

1. The foregoing findings of fact and determinations are true and hereby made a part
hereof.

2. The Historic Preservation Commission recommends that the City Council approve
the Historic Landmark Property Preservation Agreement for the Stanley and
Virginia Scott House at 9190 Brier Road, contingent upon designation of said
property as a historic landmark, subject to the following improvements to be
completed as listed:

a. Replace cedar shake roofing with shake-like tile, similar in size and texture to
the existing shakes (by 2023).

b. Repair broken brick mortar from wear/sprinklers in front yard and around the
pool (by 2023).

c. Repair broken brickwork throughout landscaping (by 2023).
d. Replace all rotten/falling fencing street-side with like-kind 2x4 white fencing (by

2023)
e. Repair and replace deteriorated board and batten siding as needed (by 2025)
f. Maintain original craftsman woodwork including: built-in closets, doors, and

unpainted cedar paneling in main living spaces (ongoing)
g. Maintain mature citrus and eucalyptus trees that are important to area history.

Replace aging citrus trees with new citrus as needed (ongoing).

PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the Historic Preservation Commission 
of the City of La Mesa, California, held the 2nd day of August, 2022, by the following vote, to wit: 

Aye: 
Nay: 
Abstain: 
Absent: 

I, Kerry Kusiak, Secretary of the La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission do hereby 
certify the foregoing to be a true and exact copy of Resolution No. HPC 2022-xx, duly passed and 
adopted by the Historic Preservation Commission.   

___________________________ 
Kerry Kusiak, Secretary 
La Mesa Historic Preservation Commission 
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II. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
This Historic Site Designation report has been prepared for the Scott house, located at 9190 Brier Rd, in the Brier tract of 
La Mesa northwest of Mt. Helix, by and for the developer Stanley Scott and his family.  Stanley Scott was a partner in 
Jackson & Scott builders- prolific builders in the East San Diego County during the post WWII development boom.  This 
property is identified as San Diego County Assessor’s Parcel No. 490-402-72-00 on Map 1475.  The custom ranch 
residence is a 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom single family 2563 sq ft residence, on 1.31 acre. This report was prepared by 
property owners Bryan and Catherine Binotti in order to support a designation request to the La Mesa City Historic Board.  
The aforementioned property owners are seeking La Mesa historical designation in order to enter into a Mills Act 
Property Abatement contract.   

Designed for property owners Stanley and Virginia Scott in 1949, the Scott family resided there from 1950-1962.  Tucked 
into a grove of mature eucalyptus behind a small orchard of orange trees sits a ranch style home boasting a cedar shake 
roof and weeping white brick. The 9190 Brier Dr. dwelling retains a high degree of integrity, maintained meticulously such 
that the dwelling’s appearance has not been significantly changed from the original design and construction.  The home 
embodies the mid-century appeal in interior and exterior work with great individual traits of a classic custom ranch 
residence.  Built during 1950 it exemplifies the shift in modern construction to cater to the family needs and interests.  
Great skill and detail exhibited by Jackson & Scott Builders Inc went into the home.  

The home is historically and architecturally significant for its reflection of Mid-century construction that characterized 
the La Mesa community in the post WWII development period, masterful craftsmanship, as well as the impact of original 
owner Stanley Scott to the growth and development of La Mesa and the surrounding community during the peak of his 
career.  The exterior and interior of the dwelling, as well as the garage, are all contributing elements to the property’s 
significance.  Contributory elements of the interior include: vaulted open beam ceiling of the entryway, main living room, 
and front den. Interior elements also include wood parquet wood flooring, exposed red brick fireplace shared between 
the living room and kitchen, and clear unpainted cedar paneling in the living room. Rear exterior contributory elements 
include the mid-century oval shaped pool, with classic blue tile edging and brick colored edging, as well as basket-
weave brickwork on the patio. 

The years of residence for the Scott family in their custom built home was a peak building period for Jackson- Scott, with 
the business office located locally in La Mesa. With high community involvement, and small desks and shelving 
throughout the home, it is only assumed that work was often brought into the Scott home in a social and professional 
capacity.   9190 Brier Road is found to meet criteria B and D due to the association with builder Stanley Scott.   Criteria C 
and F are met due to the exceptional nature of the integrity of the home remaining true to its distinctive design, style, and 
craftsmanship. According to the City of La Mesa Code of Ordinances 25.03.010 - Historic landmark and historic district 
designation criteria: a cultural resource may be recommended for designation as a landmark or historic district, if it 
meets one of more of the following criteria.  

A. It exemplifies or reflects special elements of the City's cultural, social, economic, political, aesthetic, engineering, 
or architectural history; or 

B.  It is identified with persons or events significant in local, state, or national history; or 
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C. It embodies distinctive characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction, or is a valuable example of 
the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship; or 

D.  It is representative of the notable work of an acclaimed builder, designer, or architect; or 

E.  It is identified with a person or persons or groups who significantly contributed to the culture and development of 
the City; or 

F.  It embodies elements of outstanding attention to architectural design, detail, materials or craftsmanship; or 

G.  It is an archeological or paleontological site which has the potential of yielding information of scientific value; 

H.  It is a geographically definable area possessing a concentration of sites, buildings, structures, improvements, or 
objects linked historically through location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and/or association, in 
which the collective value of the improvements may be greater than the value of each individual improvement. 

 

III.  HISTORICAL CONTEXT:  

a. GROSSMONT-BRIER COMMUNITY 

Brier Tract is found in the community of La Mesa, incorporated in 1912. (21) The Brier tract was mapped and subdivided in 
1912 per map shown in Appendix B.  Land was bought and subdivided in the early 1900’s but was not developed until laws 
and funds made construction available once again following WWII.  A La Mesa Scout article, dated June 22, 1950 mentions 
“33 county roads are now named” Brier Lane being among the newly named roads.  La Mesa was annexed into San Diego 
in 1951.   Today the tract has been subdivided multiple times, the original Scott home sitting on one of the largest 
remaining lots of the tract at 1.31 acre.  The La Mesa 1953-1954 Directory shows 6 addresses listed on Brier Rd (also 
documented as Lane).   Brier tract is tucked away immediately north of 8 freeway, and looks westward over the 125 
freeway and northward over Fletcher Hills.   

The Brier tract was part of the land utilized to carry water to greater San Diego from the Cuyamaca Mountains, with the 
historical flume defining the northern property line of 9190 Brier Road.  San Diego was outgrowing its dependence on 
well water and in 1872 San Diego’s first water company was organized, incorporated January 20, 1873.  The next water 
development hurtle in San Diego was the San Diego Flume Company who sought to irrigate the rich valley of El Cajon and 
bring water to San Diego.   Many barriers stood in their way along the road including financial, man-power, and political 
boundaries.  “Construction began in May, 1886, on Cuyamaca Dam and a wooden flume 35 miles long to bring 
water to San Diego. The Los Coches Trestle was the highest of all the trestles supporting the San Diego 
Flume. The flume was completed in 1888.” The flume traveled from the San Diego River a short distance below the 
mouth of Boulder Creek and ends at a reservoir on the side of Cuyamaca Mountain with a capacity of nearly 
4,000,000,000 gallons.  (20) 

This influx of water allowed the land to sustain more development and expand to include agriculture and citrus orchards 
with packing warehouses as well as health resorts and limited film production facilities at the turn into the twentieth 
century. (21)  Further development in the Brier tract area is described in Historian Jim Newland’s article in the winter-
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spring 2021 edition of Lookout Avenue.  The 125 North extension, in addition to the 8 interchange, caused original 
southern lots in Brier Tract to be removed by CalTrans.  Nearby Murray drive and Nokomis street are where the S-
L/Grossmont Movie Studio once sat.     

Marvin Jackson, of Jackson & Scott Builders Inc, served as President on the board of directors of Grossmont Community 
hospital (14). He was a leading visionary for the Grossmont hospital which became a reality with a groundbreaking 
ceremony in April 1954. A dedication ceremony was held in July 1955 in which Jackson said to the audience “This is your 
hospital.  It was your work and money which made this day possible” (14).  Scott’s home and the subject of this 
designation is less than a mile from Grossmont hospital.  Jackson and Scott were prominent and successful San Diegans 
in the building industry and East county community leadership roles. 

 

b. MID-CENTURY ARCHITECTURE 

Mid-century modern architecture was birthed with Irving Gill and Rudolf Schindler being credited as pioneers in San 
Diego modernism at the beginning of the twentieth century. They brought an architecture of simplicity, valuing function 
over form.  Their contributions were valued considerably more after their careers had ended by others that followed in 
their footsteps.  

Post WWII housing demand brought great opportunities for the building industry.  Previously when land was sold to 
individuals the land was provided with utilities and infrastructure, and then an architect was hired to design a custom 
home.  The housing act of 1949 made it beneficial for developers to build tract homes, therefore cutting out the need for 
the homeowner to seek architectural services.  Jackson- Scott is listed as a prominent builder of Rolando, Oak Park, Pt. 
Loma, and Del Cerro as shown in the table in appx B from the San Diego Modernism Context Statement. (18) 

Architectural styles of the mid-century varied, with modernism not fully emerging until the post-war bust of prosperity 
and construction.   Modernist styles are all noted to have a forward looking attitude, utilizing new materials and 
techniques, expansive glass, integration of indoor-outdoor spaces, functional floor plans, and easy maintenance 
features.  Sub-styles within modernism do not share a uniform design motif.   According to San Diego Modernism 
Historic Context Statement sub-styles in San Diego include  

• Streamline Moderne 
• Minimal traditional 
• International 
• Futurist- Googie 
• Tiki- Polynesian 
• Post and Beam 
• Tract Ranch 
• Custom ranch 
• Contemporary 
• Brutalisms 
• Organic Geometric 
• Organic Free-form 
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The mass production of the 1940s gave way to the 1950s which brought more variety of styles such as tract ranch, split-
level, and contemporary.  The rise in the economy paralleled the design of homes, most boasting a two car garage 
visually oriented towards the street.  Tract Ranch was the most prominent style, largely popularized by Cliff May in the 
Los Angeles area and the publication “Western Ranch Houses by Cliff May” by Sunset Magazine in 1958. (18) 

Mid Century architecture was molded by the changes to the lifestyle of families in the post-WWII era.  Technology was 
rapidly changing while automobiles were becoming more common. Modern Residential Architecture focused on the 
needs and interests of the residents, leading to a wide range of variability in building materials, form, and appearance.  

The garage became a crucial part of the home. Between 1945 and 1955, the number of cars on the road doubled, with 
around 70 percent of families owning an automobile by 1958 in comparison to the 20 percent at the beginning of the 
decade.  This allowed greater expansive development away from the city. (18)  Due to the Great depression, WWII, and 
interest in developing the fringes of the city surrounding shopping centers, the downtown San Diego area remained 
stagnant.  By the late 1950s no significant building has been constructed in the downtown area in nearly thirty years.  
Organizations were developed and money was funneled to rehabilitate downtown.  New life was breathed into the 
downtown area through city initiatives, including building a new city hall, convention center and auditorium, and Civic 
Theater designed by Lloyd Ruocco which opened in 1965.  Clean simple design was utilized as seen in the Civic center, 
reflecting the budget of the time, as well as the growth of modernism seen in commercial buildings. The 1960’s also 
welcomed a new sports arena in Mission Valley as well as large research companies and intellectual pursuits such as 
UCSD and Salk research institute, driven by the cold war’s need for higher education as a driving political force.  

San Diego attracted large numbers of architects such as Lloyd Ruocco, Cliff May, John Mortenson, John Lloyd Wright, and 
Homer Delawie.  Outdoor living in San Diego was emphasized with redwood paneling and large glass windows in efforts 
to bring the outdoors to blend seamlessly with the indoors.  Adaptation of house and lot to man, elimination of the sense 
of confinement while integrating and valuing views, materials and structure.   

Modernism evolved to the tract ranch as a prominent style home from 1950-1970 and the suburban areas grew rapidly.  
Primary characteristics include horizontal massing, single story, and low sloped gabled or hipped roofs with deep 
overhangs.  Roofs were generally finished with wood shingles and wall materials included horizontal wood siding, wood 
board and batten, stone, and brick.  Details such as wood shutters, wide brick or stone chimneys, and wood windows 
were commonly included.  (18)   

Custom Ranch homes were built with specific clients in mind and were popularized by San Diego Designers such as Cliff 
May, Richard Wheeler, CJ Paderewski, and Weir Brothers Construction.  Cliff May became a ranch style icon due to his 
book and articles published in Sunset Magazine.  

Custom Ranch homes followed the same characteristics as ranch tract homes but often were much more lavish 
including deep street setbacks, expansive yard landscaping, “larger garages, motor courts, servant’s quarters, 
expanded kitchens, and generous living spaces”. (18) Materials parallel their Ranch tract counterparts with detailing 
including “paneled wood doors, divided lite windows, wood shutters, and prominent chimneys.  Custom ranch often have 
sprawling floor plans in an “L” or “U” shape surrounding a central courtyard, large attached garages, and expensive 
building materials with more generous materials and craftsmanship.  Due to the custom build of many of these homes, 
vast individualizations resulted in efforts to the meet the client’s needs and preferences.    
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c. REGISTERED DESIGNER 

No architect or designer was uncovered through research done on 9190 Brier Rd.  It is assumed that as a proficient 
builder with expansive exposure to various styles, that Scott had his home built with his favorite aspects of multiple 
designers. The natural landscape of hills and valleys, with large boulders, and panoramic views in east county lent itself 
to the mid-century modern California architecture.   

Although not documented on the original drawings for the home, multiple known architects have been tied to the Scott 
name through his business.  Llyoyd Ruocco has been credited with designing business partner Marvin Jackson’s home at 
4421 Mayapan Drive in 1949.  John Nelson Mortenson, although never an accredited architect, was tied to multiple homes 
in the Mt. Helix area for his “Mortenson house” design approach. He worked for Jackson and Scott at the beginning of his 
career, for seven years until 1958. (2) 

 

d. JACKSON-SCOTT CONSTRUCTION 

i. Early years: 

Richard Marvin Jackson, also known as R. Marvin Jackson, and Stanley Scott formed a building partnership in 1945. 
Jackson was originally from Oklahoma, and moved to San Diego as a young man with his family where they lived in the 
North Park neighborhood.  He also studied architecture at San Diego State College, similar to Stanley Scott. Jackson 
married Helen Elizabeth Bates of Reno, Nevada.  The 1937 San Diego City Directory shows Jackson as a partner with the 
now established Master Builder Carl B. Hayes before partnering with Scott in 1945. Jackson and Hayes remained 
partnered until the early 1940s and worked primarily in the North park region. (6) 

Marvin Jackson had an office in North Park from his brief time as an independent builder between working with Carl B. 
Hayes and partnering with Stanley Scott.  Out of this office in North Park Jackson & Scott were able to capitalize greatly 
on the post war construction boom.  Demand for new homes soared with lifted Federal building restrictions following the 
end of the war in 1945. Promotions and newspaper advertisements are seen prominently displayed in the San Diego 
Union (SDU) Newspaper and other advertisement materials as seen in Appendix D. 

According to  the Chamber of Commerce’s 1945 Industrial and Commercial Survey, the labor force of the city increased 
62%; from 88,140 in 1940 to 142,590 in 1944 (18).  This massive growth led to large growing pains in housing, 
transportation, and schools.  Between 1940 and 1943 San Diego managed to increase the housing supply by more than 
thirty percent to mitigate the enormous need for defense housing.  This was largely in part to the Lanham Act, 150 million 
dollars for the development of housing in defense industry centers, but stipulated that all war housing units had to be 
either sold or demolished immediately after the war.  The 1940 census measured San Diego’s population at 203,341 in 
1940, and by 1950 the population increased to 334,387. (18)   
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Post WWII housing demand brought great opportunities for the building industry, further spurred by The Housing act of 
1949. Jackson- Scott Builders are listed as a prominent builder of Rolando, Oak Park, Pt. Loma, and Del Cerro as shown in 
the table in appendix B below from the San Diego Modernism Context Statement.  

ii.    Construction period 

A few noteworthy builds of Jackson and Scott include the Jackson residence designed by modern contemporary master 
architect Lloyd Ruocco, a Loma Portal Colonial Revival style home for baseball Padre player John “Swede” Jensen 
(appendix B), and an “All electric house” with all appliances powered by electricity for Mr. and Mrs. Robert Redfield in El 
Cajon.  Other builds include several subdivisions throughout San Diego including Del Cerro, Pamela park subdivision in 
South park, Woodland Terrace subdivision in Point Loma, and Oak park in SE San Diego. (appendix B)   Del Cerro, at 675 
acres, was the biggest undertaking of Jackson-Scott as they were responsible for a great portion of the development of 
that area, approximately 1500 homes. In the mid 1950’s Jackson-Scott also purchased over 100 acres of the William H. 
Black estate in La Jolla which was subdivided into the La Jolla Farms Club Estates. A few Jackson- Scott homes have 
been historically designated including the home of Ben and Ruth Rubin, as well as the Marvin Jackson residence.  
Jackson-Scott are not considered master builders at this time with the information known. (6)  

The 1949 Housing Act called for “a decent home and suitable living environment for every American family”. (18) 
Advertisements around the city began to emphasize family values and upward status mobility such as the ad in appendix 
B; encouraging homebuyers to “Move up to Del Cerro” which was a “Real family center…a kind of living that has been 
planned…for a family like yours.” (18)  Around 50% of homes were being bought on VA or FHA loans. An advertisement 
depicts a woman hugging a man holding a luggage price tag stating “Wasn’t this the reason you married him” seen in the 
1953 SDU Advertisement for Del Cerro.  

Just a segmented search between years of 1949 to 1953 offer dozens of hits on Jackson & Scott Inc throughout San Diego.  
Advertisements include 2-3 bedroom homes in La Mesa selling for between 10,900-13,400$, 2-3 bedroom near 54th St. 
and University Ave. for 7850-8750$, and Ridge View development located up on a high Mesa at Fairmont and Home 
avenues.  See appendix B for newspaper clippings.  

The Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rubin home in Mission Hills, currently historically designated today, was described in the SDU 
6/19/1949 with multiple photos.  Louvre doors are noted in the photo seen in the article, mirroring louvre doors seen in 
the Stanley Scott home.   

Building permits were found for the Rolando areas and North park.  Point Loma also boasted 2-3 bedroom homes that 
Ruocco may have assisted in.  Ruocco and Jackson-Scott also worked together on many custom homes in the 
Grossmont-Helix area. 

Arnold Dahl realtors’ advertised Jackson-Scott 2-3 bedroom homes in the Sweetwater Springs Knolls as having “lots of 
redwood, steel casement windows, plumbing roughed in for garbage disposal and water softener.  All are large quarter 
acre or more view lots.  In picturesque Sweetwater Knolls, climatically perfect (according to government tests); 3 miles 
east of La Mesa. See them soon, they sparkle, they’re selling just: $14,000 to $19,000. FHA terms. Hurry!” 

The La Mesa Scout January 1953 announces a new commercial office for Jackson and Scott Inc on El Cajon Boulevard at 
Fuerte Drive, making use of stone and floor–length windows.  Both Jackson and Scott lived in La Mesa at this time, the 
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office reflecting “their faith in the continuing growth and demand for homes.  The firm employs a staff of 4 including an 
architect and engineer.” 

iii. Stanley Scott Professional Achievements  

Jackson and Scott Builders was established in 1945. (9)  They soon became a prolific San Diego home and community 
builder.  According to Stanley C. Scott’s profile on the website of the California Homebuilding Foundation, Stanley Scott 
“became President of Jackson & Scott, Inc. Builders and Developers. The corporation was responsible for the 
development of some 20 subdivisions within San Diego County, including more than 3,000 homes. The firm also built 
commercial structures and schools.”(9) (San Diego Union Tribune, January 11, 1993).    

Stanley Scott was involved in a board capacity on multiple building organizations throughout San Diego including 
president/Executive Vice President of the Building Industry Association of San Diego County of which he was involved 
with for over 30 years leading to a lifetime honorary member.  Also, as Executive Director of the Construction Industry 
Federation, Scott directly impacted legislation activity for San Diego’s building industry. Scott also served as executive 
director of the Construction Industry Advancement Fund. (9)  

On a state level Stanley Scott proved to add great value to his industry. He was a Lifetime Director of the California 
Building Industry Association (CBIA). (9)  CBIA claims “In 2018 CBIA was proud to celebrate 75 years of industry advocacy, 
progress and milestones. Since 1943, CBIA has become one of the strongest voices in the building industry in California, 
growing to 9 regional affiliate offices complete with legislative, technical, communications and membership 
departments.” (10)   

Throughout its history CBIA boasts landmarks such as:  

• 1978 California homebuilding foundation (CHF) is founded and has now awarded 3.5 million to student and grants 
supporting home-building in California.  

• 1990 CBIA spearheads the creation of California Schools Facilities program 
• 2016 CBIA wins Prop 51 a 9$ billion statewide school bond initiative among other achievements for the building 

industry. (10)   

As president of CBIA in 1959, Scott helped found and launch the Pacific Coast Builders Conference (PCBC) in San 
Francisco (9) which continues to bring industry professions together yearly for the PCBC conference. He sat as the 
president of PCBS the following year 1960 and was awarded the prestigious Rodney Radom Award for his efforts. (9)   It 
was this Rodney Radom award for being named the California builder of the year in 1974 that Scott was the most proud of 
according to an interview (1982 Union Tribune 6).  

The conference is “dedicated to advancing the art, science and business of housing, PCBC is the largest homebuilding 
tradeshow representing the west coast region.  In our 60+ year history, we've grown from a small educational 
conference at San Francisco's Sheraton Palace Hotel to a powerful, annual business exchange of 10,000+ industry 
professionals with industry-leading education, products, and networking.” (11) According to the SDU Oct 3, 1982 (6) Scott 
helped it become one of the post powerful voice of the building industry in the 11 western states and the second largest 
builder’s conventions in the nation.  (6) 
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San Diego Blood bank historical timeline identified September 11, 1950 as the day SDBB was established by a “group of 
community leaders who recognized the importance of a local blood bank” (13).  In 1954 San Diego Blood bank began their 
proud partnership with Sharp healthcare system as their blood supplier, a partnership that is still going strong today. 
(13)  Interestingly, Marvin Jackson was on the board of directors for Grossmont hospital from 1952-1965.  San Diego Blood 
bank, of which Stanley Scott was president at some point, joined forces with Sharp in 1954.   A dedication ceremony was 
held in July 1955 in which board president Marvin Jackson said to the audience “This is your hospital.  It was your work 
and money which made this day possible” (14).  Scott’s home and the subject of this designation is less than a mile from 
Grossmont hospital.  Jackson and Scott were prominent and successful San Diegans in the building industry and East 
county community leadership roles. 

Stanley Scott retired in 1982 but the impacts of his work continue to grow through the organizations and people he 
helped to strengthen and bring together.  In 1986 Scott was inducted into the California Business Industry hall of Fame 
(12), and a write-up is found on California Homebuilders Foundation naming him a 1986 Honoree. (9) 

 

IV. BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

a. STANLEY AND VIRGINIA SCOTT 

Stanley Crawford Scott was born on June 9, 1913.  His father’s name was Sydney Scott, who emigrated from Belfast 
Ireland to San Francisco in 1905 to work in the construction industry. (SDU, Oct 13, 1950)   His mother, Ethel Christie 
Sturtevant, a Kansas native, met his father in San Francisco and then moved in 1911 to San Diego. According to the 1920 
Census, Stanley had one older brother and lived with his parents in the Normal Heights neighborhood where his father 
had a long career as a building contractor and his mother was an interior decorator. (6) Stanley Scott learned the 
business from the ground up by working with his father. 

 Stanley Scott built and presumably designed 9190 Brier, living there with his family from construction in 1950 to 1962. The 
La Mesa City Directory shows the Scott family taking up residence previously at 8414 Porter Hill Terrace in La Mesa.   The 
original permit for the home was published in SDU March 16, 1950 “Stanley Scott, res and gar, per Jackson & Scott, Brier, 
Mount Helix, $18,500”.  For reference, most tract homes would have been around $10,000 during 1950. 

Scott graduated Francis Parker School in 1929 and went on to attend San Diego State College (now San Diego State 
University) with a pursuit of architecture.  The Great Depression forced Scott into quitting college and going to work for 
his dad, becoming known as “Mr. Builder of San Diego” by his colleagues.  He also spent a few years employed at Dixieline 
Lumber Company.  The 1940’s brought exciting changes in Scott’s life as he paired with Marvin Jackson to form Jackson 
and Scott Construction and develop some 20 subdivisions, the largest being the 675 acre community of Del Cerro.  (12) 

Scott married his wife Virginia Kerr, also a native San Diegan in 1936 and had two children Stuart and Karen. (6). The SDU 
10/1/1961 notes the wedding details of Karen Ann Scott to Donald Hamlin.  A picture of Karen is seen in her family home in 
appendix C.   

Outside of his professional achievements Scott was integrated into his San Diego community as a long-time member of 
both the La Mesa Lions Club and the San Diego yacht Club.  (12)  An October 3rd, 1982 SDU article (appendix B) has a picture 
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of Stanley Scott relaxing aboard his 36 foot troller named Virginia as he tells his son Stuart about how the housing 
industry has evolved yet remains the same, “rough”, after his 50 years in the housing industry building 2500 houses and 
commercial buildings.   

Both Mr. and Mrs. Scott were very involved with their community according to the La Mesa Scout (LMS) and the San Diego 
Union (SDU).  Newspaper articles mention Mrs. Scott assisting in local plays and social gatherings.  Mr. Scott was on the 
board of directors for the La Mesa Kiwanis club in 1950, and was responsible for the brick work for Wa-di-ta-ka La Mesa 
Boy Scout memorial camp.  Mr. and Mrs. Scott also sponsored a youth fellowship retreat for the La Mesa Methodist 
church according to the La Mesa Scout October 5th, 1950.  The Scott home was a destination for neighborhood holiday 
parties and gift exchanges.   

Original owners Stanley and Virginia Scott were acquaintances of Leonard M. Smith realtor and Associates “La Mesa’s 
longest established real estate business serving Mt. Helix and east county since 1949”.   Daughter of Mr. Leonard Smith, 
Jill Smith was involved in the sale of 9190 Brier and recalls growing up swimming in the pool at the Scott residence.    

Scott died at Alvarado Convalescent Hospital on January 9, 1993 according to the SDU Tribune January 11, 1993.  (6) 

b. PAUL WOLCOTT JR. 

The SDU Directory lists the second owner, Paul Wolcott Jr., seen in 1963 through 1967 after a purchase price of 55,000$.  
Paul Wolcott Jr.  was in the business of insurance, an ad in the SDU from 4/18/1949 advertises for “ The Wolcott Company” 
General Insurance Management on 3653 Voltaire St San Diego.  Mr. Wolcott was also the San Diego State Director at the 
time, in charge of the education breakfast panel in LA discussing educational insurance training according to the paper.  
SDU 2/6/1952 notes that Wolcott merged with the firm of Barney & Barney- San Diego’s largest insurance agency.  Hitting 
great achievements at an early age of 35, Wolcott became head of the California Association of Insurance agents in late 
1954.   Mrs. Wolcott made a newspaper appearance in the SDU in 1964 as a noted guest of the autumn fashion show at 
Rancho Santa Fe Inn which annually attracts countrywide representation. The Wolcott’s did not remain at 9190 for very 
long, seeking a smaller home in 1967 according to real estate records.  (appendix D) 

c. RICHARD GAUSTI 

Third owner, Richard Guasti, purchased the home for 70,000 in 1967, where he resided until 1971. Described as a ruddy 
redhead Guasti was the vice president of merchandising for J. Jessop & Sons of San Diego since 1960.   Gausti also did not 
live in the residence for very long, moving to Minneapolis to accept a position as Vice President of Merchandising of 
Dayton Hudson jewelers.   

d. LAVERNE AND MARGARET JOHNSON 

Laverne and Margaret Johnson were the longest residents of this midcentury home, buying from Mr. Richard Gausti in 
1971. Laverne Johnson was born in Alabama in 1925 and moved with his parents and two brothers to Taft, California in 
1936.  At 18 years old in 1943 Johnson joined the US Army Air Force where his plane was among the 461 B-29s summoned 
by President MacArthur to overfly the surrender signing on the USS Missouri in Tokyo Harbor.   Demobilized in 1946, 
Johnson continued his education at Taft junior college, continuing on to receive his BA, MA, and PhD in psychology from 
Stanford University  
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The Johnsons were a heavily community centered family.  SDU 7/1/1978 noted David Michael Johnson receiving 8,000$ 
from the Boys Club of San Diego Scholarship for his pursuit of law at Harvard University.    

Mr. Johnson lived in his home at 9190 Brier for 46 years, until his death in 2016. He is survived by his wife Margaret and 
three children. (15) The Johnsons were highly regarded by those who knew them as a staple of the neighborhood, with 
weekly Sunday volleyball games and get-togethers in their home, as well as 4th of July neighborhood barbecue and 
potluck. They had a great love for the neighborhood and their home.  

Johnson’s greatest professional success involved his pioneering contributions to the study of sleep.  Coming from St. 
Louis, Lavern Johnson moved to San Diego to join the new US Naval Medical Neuropsychiatric Research Unit, now called 
the Naval Health Research Center.  He retired from this group as the second Scientific Director after 26 years of service.  
(15) 

Many recognitions and awards accompanied Johnson’s research including the Distinguished Civilian Service Award 
from the Secretary of the Navy in 1977, appointed a charter member of the US Senior Executive Service in 1979, and In 
1993, his career achievements were honored by the Sleep Research Society (which he helped found) which named him 
its "Distinguished Scientist of the Year”.  Johnson published over 128 scholarly articles in 45 journals, including Science 
and Nature, and contributed 28 chapters to books. (15) American Psychology association website notes Johnson’s 
publications attest to the importance of the value he placed on scientific research as a collaborative, team endeavor.   As 
a clinical psychologist studying sleep and its biological rhythms, his emphasis fell on the relation of sleep loss and 
recovery, and its correlation to human performance.  This was particularly relevant to military service operations and 
their variable work schedules and sustained performance periods, which Johnson had experienced firsthand, as had 
many in San Diego’s military family.  (16)  As a scholar and researcher, Johnson was also involved with UCSD and SDSU. 

V. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE  

a. WEST ELEVATION (Main Façade) 

Original drafts, shown in Appendix A, parallel the current condition of the home in regards to nearly every aspect of this 
sprawling one-story mid-century ranch home.   

San Diego Modernism Context Statement states “Custom Ranch homes followed the same characteristics as ranch tract 
homes but often were much more lavish including deep street setbacks, expansive yard landscaping, “larger garages, 
motor courts, servant’s quarters, expanded kitchens, and generous living spaces”.  (18) 

The front façade of the home has a strong horizontal emphasis facing directly into a circle driveway arching around a 
small grove of citrus trees.  The home is on a curve on the dead end street of Brier Road and lined with a white wood rail 
fence. The garage and main home are in line with one another, divided by a dutch door into a breezeway under a semi-
connecting garage. This is another notable characteristic of the custom ranch.   Board and batten garage doors 
seamlessly blend the garage with the rest of the body of the home.   The asphalt circle driveway has an extension to be 
used as a car port for additional parking.  

The home is currently painted a custom “Johnson Green”—a light green with a darker shade of moss green for trim and 
shutters complimented by white crisp eaves.   The wide sprawling home is a slight U shape centering on an outdoor east 
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facing patio.  The recessed front porch entry is met with a wide olive-colored original wood door, with upper glass panes 
of bottled glass flanked by louvered wood sidelights. 

All windows are wood double hung, with simulated divided lite following the panel pattern from the original sketch. 
Exterior siding is board and batten of 1x3, and 1x12 woodwork, and weeping brick painted white under the front and back 
areas covered by a wide hip roof and wide eaves for a front porch and rear patio.  The front porch walkway is red brick in 
a basket weave pattern. Exterior wood louvered shutters are found on all windows of the main home with the exception 
of the garage and picture window of the front den. The exterior and interior of the home utilizes high end custom details 
and materials for the Ranch design. 

A prominent and wide brick chimney is seen protruding from the cedar shake roof.  Original drawings also notate a cedar 
shake roof.   

Photos in Appendix D from 1971 show landscaping of grass with a lamppost, and a few citrus planted near the road.  
Today, areas once covered by grass have been retrofitted for drought tolerant native landscaping, yet the lamppost 
remains the same.  The circle driveway surrounds an orange grove of 6 prolific mature trees, reminiscence of East 
County’s history in citrus farming.  

b. EAST ELEVATION (Rear façade) 

The east elevation of the home is viewed through floor to ceiling glass looking over a swimming pool with north facing 
vistas of Fletcher Hills.  The backside façade of the home mirrors the front with a sprawling deep set roof with weeping 
mortar, and basket weave brick patio.  Unobstructed views to the north as well as open land sloping down the east 
portion of the property, allow for breezes and air to flow through the home from the double back doors to the air inlets 
flanking the extra-wide front door on the west facade.    

The east elevation, or the backyard, has an oval swimming pool and slide, with a detached pool house and covered 
cabana area.  There is evidence of a previous diving board in the cement and in photos in appendix D.  

The slight U shape of the home can be seen from the east elevation.  The patio can be entered by a door from the master 
bedroom on the north, double door from the living room on the west of the patio, and a southern door from the dining 
room.   

The east façade is the only angle with notable exterior change deviating from the original sketch design.  An open 
pergola off of the master bedroom has been added, and the rear patio has been enclosed to create a sunroom.  In doing 
so, there was no removal or alteration to the east facing brickwork on siding or patio.   

c. NORTH ELEVATION 

The north elevation is not viewable from the street, and is comprised of three bedrooms and two bathroom double hung 
wood windows, as well as the board and batten siding pattern.   
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The north end of the property has a brick lined walkway separating a pathway from planter beds against the house.  
Further north of the walkway is maintained, but undeveloped land with many mature eucalyptus and remnants of a 
previously used sand volleyball court.   

d. SOUTH ELEVATION  

The south elevation is primarily composed of the three car garage, a reminder of the change in family life and mobility 
with increased access to the automobile in the 1950s.  A three car garage allows ample room for automobilists and 
storage.  The single car garage has access from both the rear and front for privacy in the “shop” and accessibility.  The 
rear of the garage faces an open courtyard area with a basketball hoop and the kitchen window accentuating family life.  
These characteristics show the modernistic approach as homes were adapted to the enjoyment and convenience of the 
family residing in them and the natural elements around the property.   

e. INTERIOR 

The low and wide ranch style exterior opens into a vaulted mid-century interior immediately upon entering through the 
front door.  Vaulted open and unpainted beams are in the entryway, front den, and main great room.  Clear tongue-in-
groove cedar paneling is throughout the great room, with glass windows seen on the east side of the room.  Along the 
western ceiling lights are hid to draw the eye upward to the great beams in the ceiling and beautiful craftsmanship of the 
room.  This is also noted in the newspaper article as seen in appendix B.  The easterly glass walls and glass doors blur 
the lines between interior and exterior, in mid-century style. The entire southern wall of the great room is quality red 
brick floor-to-ceiling with a large-mouth fireplace below a mantle spanning the wall.  The brickwork carries through the 
shared wall into the kitchen. Finish work, molding, and baseboards are all clean cut, without ornate detailing.    

Heat source throughout the home is radiant heat under the oak parquet flooring, also reflected in the sales notice 
between owners in Appendix A of the 1960s.  

Louvered doors welcome guests from the wallpapered entryway into the great room, and stained wood doors are 
throughout the home, leading to the three north bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. 

There was detailed attention made to storage, built in desks, cabinets, and linen closets, all of which do not appear to 
have been altered from their original condition. The third bathroom is near the kitchen off of the laundry room, or maid’s 
quarters.  Chopping blocks and other amenities are seen in the room off of the kitchen which would have been utilized by 
hired help.  

f. INTENTION/CONCLUSION 

Refer to Appendixes for original house plans, maps, and photos. 

The property is found to have significance and integrity when evaluated according to the following definition by La Mesa 
Code of Ordinances 25.03.010 - Historic Landmark and Historic District Designation Criteria: 

A cultural resource may be recommended for designation as a landmark or historic district, if it meets one or more of 
the criteria outlined in the above Executive summary. 
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9190 Brier Road is found to meet criteria B and D due to the original homeowner and prolific builder Stanley Scott’s 
significant influence on La Mesa and the San Diego community at large.  Criteria C and F are met due to the 
exceptional nature of the integrity of the home remaining true to its distinctive design, style, and craftsmanship.    

“In addition to determining the significance of a property under local, state, and national criteria, a property must also 
must possess integrity. Integrity is defined by the National Register of Historic Places as the ‘ability of a Property to 
convey and maintain its significance.’ It is defined by the HRB Guidelines for the Application of Historical Resources 
Board Designation Criteria as “the authenticity of a historical resource’s pyhsical identity clearly indicated by the 
retention of characteristics that existed during the resource’s period of significance.” Further, integrity relates “to the 
presence or absence of historic materials and character defining features” of a resource. The local, state, and national 
registers recognize seven aspects of integrity—location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
association.” 

Location: 

9190 Brier Road in the Brier tract faces southwest, with a northeast view over Fletcher Hills and a gentle easterly slope, 
all true to its original form.  The building has remained in its original location throughout its existence. As such, the 
property retains its location element for integrity purposes. This property is identified as San Diego County Assessor’s 
Parcel No. 490-402-72-00 on Map 1475.  The custom ranch residence is a 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom single family 2563 sq ft 
residence, on 1.31 acre.  The property has at least one major acreage change in its history- 2019 lot split of 0.5 acre.  There 
is evidence of multiple other boundary adjustments due to the San Diego water flume, SDGE easement, and neighbor 
boundary adjustments. The location has excellent integrity of location.  

Design:  

9190 Brier Road is a custom ranch home built with wood siding, brick with weeping mortar, clear wood paneling, large 
glass windows, expansive car amenities and landscaping, as well a prominent brick chimney and generous front yard 
with circle driveway to a three car garage. Although the rear addition of the enclosed sunroom does affect the home 
original architectural design, the rear addition does not greatly impact the main defining character elements of the 
home.  The design element of the home is an excellent display of custom ranch design.  

Setting:  

The setting is custom homes with a natural semi- rural feel in a suburban environment due to large mature trees and 
winding roads.  The setting may have been altered due to infill homes adjusting the rural magnitude of the lots.  The 
house has good integrity of setting.   

Materials: 

Original inspection reports for the home parallel the current condition of the home in regards to the nearly every aspect.  
Windows are wood double hung, heat source is radiant heat covered by wood parquet flooring, exposed brickwork is 
boasted throughout the great room fireplace and kitchen, and pristine wood paneling and tongue in groove ceiling and 
beams are in the main great room.  Exterior shutters are found on all windows of the main home, except the garage and 
picture window of the front den.  Exterior siding is board and batten of 1x3, and 1x12 woodwork, and weeping brick painted 
white under the front and back areas covered by a wide hip roof.   
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Expensive building materials were used for the horizontal massing, thick cedar shake shingle roofing, wood cabinetry, 
and extensive red brick. The materials are in excellent condition.   

Roofing has been replaced in the lifetime of the home, with high grade cedar shake roofing.  Some materials are showing 
wear such as mortar between some bricks which will need repair, as well as maintaining integrity of wood siding, and 
roof replacement.  Windows have been replaced with like kind in the lifetime of the home.  

The interior of the home, specifically the great room paneling and brickwork, is in pristine condition.  The kitchen has 
been remodeled in the 1990s and bathrooms have been updated.  The overall materials aspect of integrity is excellent.  

Workmanship: 

Workmanship in the home in incomparable.  Being built by a builder for his family, great care was clearly taken for 
longevity and quality of the building materials themselves and the quality of workmanship.  There was great attention to 
detail with storage, built in desks, cabinets, and linen closets, all of which do not appear to have been altered from their 
original condition.  The laid brickwork, both interior and exterior, show a high degree of finish and quality workmanship.  

Feeling:  

The feeling of the property is true to the mid-century aesthetics as well as cultural changes as discussed previously in 
this designation research. These include the garage near the front of the home, as well as the main room for TV and other 
family entertainment at the back of the house- common shifts of the era.  

A grove of 6 citrus trees in the front yard reminisce of the history of citrus growing in the region.  The feeling aspect of 
integrity is excellent.   

Association: 

Specific association to the Scott Family and Jackson & Scott Builders Inc allowed for extensive customization and 
craftsmanship.  The weight of the association is further discussed in the history and achievement of the previous owners 
in the above portions.  The association aspect of integrity is excellent.   

 

 This Historic Site Designation report has been prepared for the Scott house, located at 9190 Brier Rd, in the Brier tract of 
La Mesa Tract northwest of Mt. Helix by and for the developer Stanley Scott and his family.  This high-end custom 
residential home maintains its high level of integrity through preservation of all the essential features that relay the 
character and appearance of the home in the mid-century era. (18)  The original condition of the home has been 
preserved exceptionally well with replacements of like-kind materials on the exterior and interior portions of the home. 
The owners Bryan and Catherine Binotti are seeking designation due to a high degree of integrity as well as association 
with a significant builder to the city of La Mesa and surrounding area.  They intend to identify and respect the historic 
architectural character of the home. In conclusion, the Stanley and Virginia Scott house meets the location, design, 
setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling aspects of architectural integrity. The house is an excellent example of a 
custom ranch true to its original character, with association with important characters to the city of San Diego.   
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ii. Residential description 
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iii. Construction/Building Permits 
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b. APPENDIX B: MAPS AND HISTORY 
i. 1912 Division Map 
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ii. 2022 Current map 
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iii. Newspaper Clippings 

San Diego Modernism Context Statement : 
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c. APPENDIX C: OWNERSHIP INFORMATION 
i. Obituaries 
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d. APPENDIX D: PHOTOS 
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	 Replace cedar shake roofing with shake-like tile, similar in size and texture to the existing shakes (by 2023).
	 Repair broken brick mortar from wear/sprinklers in front yard and around the pool (by 2023).
	 Repair broken brickwork throughout landscaping (by 2023).
	 Replace all rotten/falling fencing street-side with like-kind 2x4 white fencing (by 2023)
	 Repair and replace deteriorated board and batten siding as needed (by 2025)
	 Maintain original craftsman woodwork including: built-in closets, doors, and unpainted cedar paneling in main living spaces (ongoing)
	 Maintain mature citrus and eucalyptus trees that are important to area history. Replace aging citrus trees with new citrus as needed (ongoing)
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