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Existing Conditions - Site

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

The La Mesa Branch of the San Diego County 

Library system is located on the corner of 

University Avenue and Allison Avenue in the 

City of La Mesa. The library has been situated 

on University Avenue since 1915 and within 

the Civic Center site since 1957, though in 

different buildings during this period. 
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Existing Conditions - Site 

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

The 2016 Civic Center Feasibility Study outlines the 

establishment of a new City Hall and a new Event 

Space in the northern section of the La Mesa 

Civic Center while maintaining the existing 

buildings as is. Additionally, the plan suggests 

allocating parking facilities in the southern area of 

the Civic Center. 

The La Mesa Library Feasibility Study aligns with 

the findings of the 2016 Civic Center Feasibility 

Study and offers solutions that are in accordance 

with its recommendations.
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Existing Conditions - Library 

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Existing La Mesa Library Level-1 Floor 

plan. The Library shares the building 

with United States Postal Service office. 

Library Building Matrix
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LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Program Adjacencies

As per the SDCL Master Plan Template (2016) 

for a medium sized library(15,000 SF), a library 

should have dedicated secondary spaces 

such as: 

• homework centers

• study rooms

• conference rooms etc. 

Community rooms are accessed through the 

lobby for potential after-hours use, where the 

lobby can be closed via rolling gate. At 

minimum, a 2,000 SF community room shall 

be provided.

A Friends of the Library bookstore is included 

and accessed from the entry plaza only.  
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Existing Conditions - Library 

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

This feasibility study uses the San Diego County Libraries’ 

template adjacency diagram for a 15,300 gross square 

foot library (informally referred to as 15,000 GSF), as the 

target size and spatial layout for the future of the La 

Mesa branch library.

The existing library branch is without any dedicated 

communal meeting spaces, homework center, dedicated 

study rooms, or an exterior reading space (“Poet’s Patio”)
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LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Survey summary and findings 

82%

LA MESA RESIDENTS 
w/out Library card w/ library card

2023 City of La Mesa Parks, Recreation & Library Needs 

Assessment

A survey was commissioned as part of this study to 

receive scientifically valid input from residents. ETC 

conducted the survey. 

Need for free 
reading and 

entertainment 
materials 

66%

The three roles and services that residents think are most 

important for the library to provide, are:

• Support for education and literacy for children, 

teens, and adults (60%)

• Provide resources for reading/listening/viewing 

(43%)

• Provide quiet places for reading and individual 

study (34%)

Seventy-one percent (71%) of residents use books 

provided by the La Mesa Branch Library, 78% of 

residents are aware but do not use the public 

computers/laptops, 67% of residents are not aware that 

State Park Passes are offered or Tech Connect Kits 

(62%).
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Survey summary and findings 

Library Amenities/Facilities - Needs 

ETC Institute was able to estimate the number of 

households in La Mesa that had the greatest “unmet” 

need for library amenities/facilities

The top four library amenities/facilities with the highest 

percentage of households whose needs are currently 

being partly met or not met are listed below:

• Indoor event space (5,907 households)

• Outdoor event or study space (4,880 households)

• Meeting rooms (4,408 households)

• Quiet study spaces (4,254 households)
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Survey summary and findings 

Library Amenities/Facilities - Importance 

In addition to assessing the needs for each 

amenity/facility, ETC Institute also evaluated the

importance that households placed on each one.

Based on the sum of households’ top four

choices, the top four most important amenities/facilities 

to households are listed below:

• Access to free reading or entertainment materials 

(57%)

• Children’s reading and event area (33%)

• Public Wi-Fi (28%)

• Indoor event space (24%)
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Survey summary and findings 
Library Amenities/Facilities - 

Investment 

The Priority Investment Rating (PIR) was developed by ETC Institute to provide organizations with 

an objective tool for evaluating the priority that should be placed on Parks and Recreation 

investments.

Based on the Priority Investment Rating (PIR), the library 

amenities/facilities that were rated as high priorities for 

investment are listed below:

• Access to free reading or entertainment materials

• Indoor event space

• Children’s reading and event area

• Outdoor event or study space

Based on the Priority Investment Rating (PIR), the library 

amenities/facilities that were rated as medium priorities 

for investment are listed below:

• Meeting rooms 

• Public Wi-Fi 

• Tutor/Homework spaces 

• Teen study area 
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Survey summary and findings 
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3.   SCHEMATIC PLANS AND COST ESTIMATE 

• Option 1: Vertical Expansion

• Option 2: Post Office Expansion

• Option 3: New Building
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Three schematic options were 

developed to increase the branch 

size. 

While the first two options studied the 

feasibility of expanding at the 

current library facility, the third 

option studied a new facility of 

which the first two options could be 

compared against in cost. The total 

gross square footage target for each 

option was 15,300 GSF.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

This option adds a second level to the 

existing library facility.

Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

This option expands the library into the 

existing and adjacent United States 

Postal Service Office. 

Option 3 - New Facility

This option builds a new library facility in 

the adjacent parking lot.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate
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Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

This option adds a second level to the 

existing library facility.
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Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

This option adds a second level to the existing library facility.
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Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

This option adds a second level to the existing library facility.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

This option adds a second level to the 

existing library facility.

OPTION 1

LEVEL 2 FLOOR PLAN 

OPTION 1

LEVEL 1 FLOOR PLAN 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 1 - Vertical Expansion

Cost Estimate and Development Timeline

Cost Estimate is based on interior, air-conditioned spaces. Poet’s patio, 

Staff Patio and other exterior patio spaces are not included in Cost 

Estimate. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

This option expands the library into the 

existing and adjacent United States 

Postal Service Office. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

This option expands the library into the existing and adjacent United 

States Postal Service Office. 

Red-dotted line in figure divides 

the former location of existing 

United States Postal Service 

Office, which is to be 

permanently relocated, from the 

former La Mesa Library facility.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate
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Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

This option expands the library into the existing and adjacent United States Postal Service Office. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate
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Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

This option expands the library into the 

existing and adjacent United States Postal 

Service Office. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 2 - Horizontal Expansion

Cost Estimate and Development Timeline

Cost Estimate is based on interior, air-

conditioned spaces. Poet’s patio, Staff Patio 

and other exterior patio spaces are not 

included in Cost Estimate. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 3 - New Facility

This option builds a new library facility in 

the adjacent parking lot.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate
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Option 3 - New Facility

This option builds a new library facility in the adjacent parking lot.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate
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Option 3 - New Facility

This option builds a new library facility in the adjacent parking lot.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 3 - New Facility

This option builds a new library facility in the 

adjacent parking lot.

An open, pedestrian path connects the 

transit station and Spring St. (Prime Arterial 

road) to the heart of the civic center via an 

in inner-facing courtyard and provides 

open and green spaces for pedestrians.
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 3 - New Facility

Cost Estimate and Development Timeline

Cost Estimate is based on interior, air-

conditioned spaces. Poet’s patio, Staff Patio 

and other exterior patio spaces are not 

included in Cost Estimate. 
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Schematic Plans and Cost Estimate

LA MESA LIBRARY FEASIBILITY STUDY

Option 3 - New FacilityOption 2 - Horizontal ExpansionOption 1 - Vertical Expansion
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Benefits and Drawbacks
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